




11§ 3. Features of this Book

In addition to inviting you to interact with the text by including a variety of 
prompts to engage your thinking, this textbook also provides helpful supplemen-
tal information in text boxes appearing at the point in the text where you will need 
that information.  They are of the following types:

In electronic form, this textbook also provides live online links to cited 
sources.  You need not follow every such link (indeed, you would be spending 
far too much time on this course if you did so!), but the links are there when you 
need or want additional information.   

Some final notes on form:  In the trial court opinions and appellate deci-
sions appearing in the book, courts may refer to parties as appellant and appellee, 
plaintiff and defendant, petitioner and respondent, or some combination of such 
terms.  To help you make sense of the facts of each case, this book identifies in the 
captions the role that each party played in the trial court (plaintiff or defendant) 
and in the appeal (petitioner or appellant, respondent or appellee, depending on 

What’s That?

Explains the meaning of terms 
that appear in the main text.  

It’s Latin to Me!

The law is fond of Latin terms 
and phrases; when you encoun-
ter these in the text for the first 

time, this box will explain their meaning.

Behind the Scenes

Provides further background 
about material in the text, often 
by adding additional facts not 

included in the associated judicial opinion 
or by describing the aftermath of the case. 

Make the Connection

Notes connections between con-
cepts or discussions in the main 
text and (1) earlier or later mate-

rial in this textbook or (2) other courses or 
law school subject matter.

Take Note!

Calls your attention to a par-
ticular aspect of a case or other 
material. 

FYI

Supplies additional information 
to augment the text.

Practice Pointer

Offers advice relevant to legal 
practice inspired by the actions 
(or inactions) of legal counsel in 

the cases or prompted by a particular con-
tract clause.

See It

Points you to visual information 
that is relevant to the material 
in the text.

For More Information

Points you to additional re-
sources to consult for more in-
formation on a subject.

Go Online!

If there are relevant online re-
sources that are worth consult-
ing in relation to any matter 

being discussed, these boxes will direct you 
to them. 
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the terminology in that jurisdiction), even though the published case may not do 
so.  

Most cases have been edited to omit less relevant material.  Text omissions are 
noted with ellipses (. . . ) but citations are usually omitted without such notation.   
Typographical errors have in some instances been corrected without specifying 
the original text.  Some cases (especially older ones) have been “styled” (e.g., by 
adding paragraph breaks and indentations) to make the opinions more readable. 
Explanatory text added to cases appears within square brackets. The courts’ foot-
notes retain their original numbers. Author footnotes are marked with asterisks.  

Finally, one of the goals of this textbook is to cultivate your critical reading of 
documents that create, or purport to create, contracts.  This textbook introduces 
you to common kinds of contract clauses and their customary variations.  This 
orientation toward “transactional skills” helps to counter-balance the emphasis 
on litigation that flows from the use of litigated cases as the basic source material 
for this and other courses.  In law practice, the volume of transactional practice 
equals—if not exceeds—the volume of litigation practice on contract-related 
issues, so it is important for the first-year contracts course to emphasize both.




