





§ 3. Features of this Book

In addition to inviting you to interact with the text by including a variety of
prompts to engage your thinking, this textbook also provides helpful supplemen-
tal information in text boxes appearing at the point in the text where you will need
that information. They are of the following types:

In electronic form, this textbook also provides live online links to cited
sources. You need not follow every such link (indeed, you would be spending
far too much time on this course if you did so!), but the links are there when you
need or want additional information.

Some final notes on form: In the trial court opinions and appellate deci-
sions appearing in the book, courts may refer to parties as appellant and appellee,
plaintiff and defendant, petitioner and respondent, or some combination of such
terms. To help you make sense of the facts of each case, this book identifies in the
captions the role that each party played in the trial court (plaintiff or defendant)
and in the appeal (petitioner or appellant, respondent or appellee, depending on
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the terminology in that jurisdiction), even though the published case may not do
s0.

Most cases have been edited to omit less relevant material. Text omissions are
noted with ellipses (. . . ) but citations are usually omitted without such notation.
Typographical errors have in some instances been corrected without specifying
the original text. Some cases (especially older ones) have been “styled” (e.g., by
adding paragraph breaks and indentations) to make the opinions more readable.
Explanatory text added to cases appears within square brackets. The courts’ foot-
notes retain their original numbers. Author footnotes are marked with asterisks.

Finally, one of the goals of this textbook is to cultivate your critical reading of
documents that create, or purport to create, contracts. This textbook introduces
you to common kinds of contract clauses and their customary variations. This
orientation toward “transactional skills” helps to counter-balance the emphasis
on litigation that flows from the use of litigated cases as the basic source material
for this and other courses. In law practice, the volume of transactional practice
equals—if not exceeds—the volume of litigation practice on contract-related
issues, so it is important for the first-year contracts course to emphasize both.





